ROBESPIERRE

speech himself, and it is claimed that as originally con-
ceived it had in it much of protest against the then exist-
ing state of society. This is not improbable, for he had
recently read Rousseau and at his age would hardly
have overlooked such an opportunity to air his newly
acquired ideas. But whatever its original content, his
teacher of Latin and of rhetoric, Herivaux, had seen to
it that it contained no heresies when finally it reached
the ear of the monarch.

Alas for the hapless Louis! There would be no Heri-
vaux to censure the speech which this same youth,
become a man, would read some seventeen years later
to the Convention, when in bitter language he would
demand the head of this King without even the for-
mality of a trial But alas also for this youth, whom
Herivaux called the "Roman": when eighteen months
more would have rolled by he himself was to mount
the scaffold. As he stoically bowed to destiny, he per-
haps remembered the scene it had pleased Fate to stage
as a fitting prelude to his career.

The youth's name was Maximilien Maria Isidore de
Robespierre.

n

He was born in Arras, in the Province of Artois, on
the 6th of May 175 8, and was baptized in the Church of
Ste. Madeleine. The house in which he was born has
never been identified. The birth is said to have taken
place at two o'clock in the afternoon, when Saturn rises
above the eastern horizon, a portent of disaster, accord-
ing to astrologers. The baptismal entry reads "Derobes-
pierre". This was the spelling his grandfather had
adopted and his father continued. He, himself, meti-
culous in all things and perhaps not indifferent'to the
possibility of the noble descent the name implied,